
Protecting Your Family’s Finances in 
an Economic Downturn
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When the economy starts to feel uncertain, it’s not just the 
headlines that change. Families begin to worry about job security, 
rising costs, and whether the plans they’ve put in place will still 
hold up. And while no one can control the broader economy, there 
are steps you can take to protect your family’s finances and create 
stability during uncertain times. 

The first thing to remember is that financial downturns don’t require panic, but they do 
call for clarity. Preparation gives you options, and options create confidence.

Build and maintain liquidity
One of the most important places to start is liquidity. While using extra cash to build 
an emergency fund may not feel particularly exciting, it’s one of the most effective 
ways to create financial stability. An emergency fund helps absorb surprises like job 
interruptions, medical expenses, or unexpected repairs without forcing you to take on 
debt or sell investments at the wrong time. 

Ideally, families should aim to set aside several months of essential expenses, but even 
building a partial cushion can provide peace of mind. 

If you’re starting from scratch or managing existing debt, it’s important to strike a 
balance between building savings and paying down high-interest obligations. Maintaining 
available credit is a key part of a liquidity strategy. Paying down credit cards early helps 
reduce costs and preserve borrowing capacity if needed later. 

At the same time, a home equity line of credit may offer more favorable interest rates 
and, in some cases, the interest may be tax-deductible. A securities-based line of credit 
backed by your portfolio may also provide flexible access to liquidity without triggering 
capital gains or disrupting long-term strategies. 
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Revisit your spending plan
Once you’ve addressed short-term stability, it’s helpful to step back and take a fresh 
look at your cash flow. This isn’t about cutting everything or putting your life on hold. 
It’s about being intentional. 

Reviewing where your money is going allows you to prioritize what truly matters, like 
housing, healthcare, education, and long-term obligations, while identifying discretionary 
expenses that could be paused or adjusted if needed. Even modest changes, like 
canceling unnecessary subscriptions or rethinking recurring services, can improve 
flexibility, which becomes especially valuable during periods of uncertainty. 

For many households, especially those with automated finances, lifestyle creep can go 
unnoticed. When bills are paid automatically, and purchases arrive at your door with 
a few taps, it’s easy to overlook how much spending has drifted upward over time. 
Regularly reviewing transaction data - not just big-ticket items - can reveal patterns 
that no longer reflect your values or current priorities. 

Don’t overlook insurance coverage
Another area families often overlook until it’s too late is insurance. Illness, disability, 
and unexpected losses don’t pause during economic downturns - and the financial 
consequences can be even more difficult to manage. Ensuring the right coverage is in 
place can make the difference between a temporary disruption and a long-term setback. 

Reviewing your health, life, and disability insurance helps confirm that your family is 
protected if something unexpected happens. Coverage that once felt adequate may no 
longer align with your current income, lifestyle, or obligations.

Major life events, such as the birth of a child, the purchase of a home, or a career 
transition, can significantly shift your coverage needs. A policy that worked yesterday 
may no longer be sufficient today. And while it’s always wise to keep insurance 
protections up to date, it becomes especially critical during economic uncertainty, when 
financial consequences are harder to absorb.
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Beyond insurance, this is also a good time to review broader asset protection strategies. 
High-net-worth families may want to assess whether umbrella liability coverage is 
sufficient and whether personal or business assets are properly titled or held within 
protective structures like LLCs or irrevocable trusts. In periods of economic stress, 
proactive planning can help reduce exposure to potential claims and preserve long-term 
wealth. It’s important to note that asset protection must be implemented before any legal 
or financial issues arise. Otherwise, transfers may be subject to reversal under fraudulent 
conveyance rules. The key is to plan when things are stable, not after a problem emerges. 

Avoid fear-based financial decisions
When markets are volatile, it’s also important to resist the urge to make reactive 
financial decisions. Fear-driven moves, such as abandoning a long-term investment 
strategy, moving entirely to cash, or attempting to time the market, can undo years of 
careful planning and compound losses over time.

That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t adjust. In fact, periods of market disruption are often 
the right time to reassess your risk exposure and asset allocation, or make tactical 
changes. But these decisions should be grounded in long-term strategy, not short-term 
headlines. And, ideally, made with guidance from an experienced advisor.

Volatility can create openings for thoughtful, tax-aware planning. Tax-loss harvesting, 
for example, can help offset current or future capital gains, while Roth conversions 
during market lows can help families shift assets into a tax-free growth environment at 
a reduced cost. When executed as part of a broader financial plan, these strategies can 
meaningfully improve long-term outcomes. 

While none of these tactics should be rushed or treated as one-size-fits-all, they 
highlight the value of staying engaged, even during uncomfortable market cycles. With 
the right guidance, downturns can serve as moments to refine and strengthen your 
financial strategy.
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Focus on the foundation
At the end of the day, protecting your family’s finances during a downturn isn’t about 
predicting what comes next. It’s about strengthening the foundation you already have. 
By maintaining liquidity, being intentional with cash flow, protecting against risk, and 
staying focused on long-term goals, you can put your family in a position to weather 
uncertainty with confidence.
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Next Step

If you’re unsure whether your current plan is positioned to 

handle changing conditions, a trusted financial professional 

can help you evaluate your options and make thoughtful 

adjustments. Financial resilience isn’t built overnight, but 

with the right approach, it can carry your family through 

even the most uncertain times.

For personalized guidance, please contact our office. 
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About Larson Gross
Ted Larson and Dennis Gross founded our firm in 1949. They built the business based on excellence, 
passion, integrity, trust and pro-action — values still important to us more than seven decades later.

Even well into their retirement years, Ted Larson and Dennis Gross continued to have the best interest 
of the firm at heart. Mr. Larson would come into the office on a regular basis to meet every new face 
and make a personal connection with each of our team members. He remembered the name of every 
employee, as well as the names of their spouses and children, and would greet clients by name as he 
passed by the reception desk. Sometimes, you’d even find a newspaper clipping on your desk that Mr. 
Larson dropped off, highlighting that your son made the honor roll. This is the example of a genuine 
relationship we strive to embody with our people and clients.

Today, we’re led by ten partners who are growing our firm with respect for where we’ve come from and 
a new vision for future success. Our 120-plus team members and three offices located in Bellingham, 
Lynden and Burlington make us the 10th largest public accounting firm in the Puget Sound region. While 
we’re determined to expand our impact and help strengthen as many businesses and individuals as we 
can, we’re also committed to remaining a locally-owned organization. We’re incredibly proud of where 
we’ve come from and look forward to a future of possibility

Larson Gross
2211 Rimland Dr.
Suite 422 
Bellingham, WA  98226

(800) 447-0177

contact@larsongross.com

https://larsongross.com


